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San Diego’s 

Best Storage 

Facility 

4511 Riviera Shores St. • San Diego, CA 92154 

619-690-7202 

For Your Peace of Mind We Have 

Individual Space Alarms & Digital Surveillance 

• Free Internet Surveillance 

• Conference Room, Fax and Copy 

*15% Military Discount 

*Move-in at NO Cost 

*First 2 Months FREE 

CALL ABOUT OUR FREE TRUCK & DRIVER 

*Call for details. 

Access 6:00 am to 10:00 pm • 24 Hour Access Available 

• Air Conditioned Spaces 

UNIVERSITY
TRANSMISSIONS

Transmission Problems?
14 million transmissions fail every year,

9 out of 10 fail for overheating.

4918 University Ave.
(619) 280-6580

Transmission
Power Flush

$7995

WE
ACCEPT
NAVY
RELIEF

Certified techs

Over 100 years’ combined experience. Since 1971

Take it to the experts!

We Offer
Military

Discounts

3-Yr./36K-Mile
Warranty

Nationwide

Starting
At

FREE
TOWING

FREE
ESTIMATES

We specialize in
Auto, 4x4s, RVs,
Automatic, Stick
Shift, Clutches,

Drivelines

Local Military  Local Military  Local Military  

by Scott Sutherland
staff writer

SAN DIEGO - It took two 
major disasters within a year of 
each other for Navy port officials 
to step up the way they protect 
its maritime assets at docks and 
piers worldwide.

The terrorist attack on USS 
Cole in Yemen in October 2000, 
followed by attacks on homeland 
targets almost a year later, on 
Sept. 11, 2001, were wake-
up calls that prompted Navy 
officials to accelerate its barrier 
security program, and help with 
additional portside protection. 

When they started business 
10 years ago, Washington 
State-based Harbor Offshore, 
Inc., was focused mostly on 
commercial diving ventures, 
like removing moorings and 
repairing pipelines. After much 
deliberation and research, the 
Navy struck a partnership with 
HOI in 2002 that would allow 
the company to provide port 
barrier security systems to Navy 
installations along the West 
Coast. The only thing left for 
HOI was to create a subsidiary 
that would focus on the barrier 
systems.

They did that in 2004 when they 
formed Harbor Offshore Barriers, 
Inc, in Ventura, Calif. HOBI’s 
first complete barrier system 
under the Navy contract was 
installed at the Navy’s submarine 
base in Bangor, Wash.  

“That system is in excess of 
11,000 feet,” said Tom Pruitt, 
director of sales for HOBI. 
“Since then, HOI has installed 
over 60 percent of the PSB 
systems used to protect Navy 
assets stationed at ports in the 
U.S. and throughout the world.

HOBI obtained exclusive 
license in 2004 for commercial 
application of the US Navy 
barrier technology originally 
engineered by the  Naval 
Facilities Engineering Service 
Center (NFESC) at Naval Base 
Ventura County’s Port Hueneme 
site. With the blessing from 
the Department of Defense 

for development funding and 
business commercialization 
services assistance, the Center 
for Commercial ization of 
Advanced Technology (CCAT) 
assisted HOBI with market 
studies confirming and ranking 
the market for waterside boat 
barriers.

At Naval Station San Diego, 
the barrier system stretches 
from the Coronado Bridge to 
the southern tip of the “wetside” 
area of the port. PBS helps 
protect both lives - almost 
40,000 military and civilian 
workers on Station and aboard 
ship - and assets - nearly 40 

Navy ships, two Coast Guard 
cutters and several Military 
Sealift Command ships. Similar 
barriers, which look like a series 
of tennis nets strewn on the 
water, are in place at NAS North 
Island to help keep aircraft 
carriers and visiting ships safe 
from possible terrorist attacks.

From the outset, the intent 
of the barrier system is to stop 
commercial and recreational 
watercraft from coming too 
close to the Navy piers. There 
are two types of systems - port 
barrier and fixed barrier.

“The concept is simple; 
howeve r,  t he  s c i ence  i s 
complex,” said Pruitt. “The 
PSB flotation pontoons support a 
steel structure used for securing 
a vertical nylon or steel net. The 
nets sit on cylindrical-shaped 
floats that fasten together to form 
a floating fence. Its purpose is 
simply to stop a boat. The net 
may be as high as nine feet above 
the surface of the water. 

“The fixed security barrier 

system is comprised of a special 
purpose net that is secured to 
piling, platforms and/or a variety 
of marine structures. The FSB 
system can provide tremendous 
protection from the sea floor to 
any reasonable height above the 
surface deemed necessary by 
our client.”

The nets sit on cylindrical-
shaped floats that fasten together 
to form a floating fence. Its 
purpose is simply to stop a 
boat.

Pruitt said the barriers are a 
“visual deterrent, they don’t hide 
potential intruders, and they are 
designed for all environments.”

He said that, ultimately, all 
of their systems are designed to 
provide true, high-energy boat 
stopping capability.

“The barr iers  a re  even 
practical for the potential 
wayward boater because they 
keep recreational boaters away 
from protected assets without 
intending to destroy the boat or 
inflicting serious injury to the 

occupants,” he said. “We 
can’t guarantee a boat will not 
be severely damaged or that 
the boat occupant will not be 
injured or killed, however, 
one of the original design 
parameters by the Navy was to 
accommodate the public safety 
of the recreational maritime 
community by designing a 
system that will reduce the 
potential for loss of life in an 
impact.”

There are other PSB systems 
at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, 
Naval Station Everett, Kings 
Bay sub base, Naval Station 
Mayport, Yokosuka, Japan, and 
Souda Bay, Greece.

As a national security effort, 
the Navy is committed now 
more than ever to protect its 
assets. With the Naval Fleet 
operating with less ships than 
any other time in its history, 
it’s imperative the Navy keeps 
a high level of safeguard in its 
harbors and ports.

“Harbor Offshore has the very 
highest level of experience and 
successful performance of all 
barrier suppliers to accomplish 
this task,” said Pruitt. “The joining 
of Navy technological expertise 
matched with more than 200 
years of marine construction, 
commercial diving and ship 
navigation for Harbor Offshore 
results in a near-perfect partnership 
of mutual high-level competency 
to protect and secure military 
assets around the world.”

Other Naval installation targets 
that fall under the port security 
umbrella that could be a target for 
terrorism include bridges, liquid 
natural gas facilities, and water 
intakes for desalinization plants, 
to name a few.

“The risk of loss from a 
successful terrorist attack on a 
major natural liquid gas or oil 
producing platform or refinery is 
enormous in terms of its economic 
and political value,” said Pruitt. 
“We’re talking about numbers in 
the many billions of dollars and 
that risk is substantial in terms of 
both its possibility and its value.” 

Pruitt  said while HOBI 
does a “brisk business” on 
U.S. shores, much of HOBI’s 
business in regards to refineries 
is concentrated in the Middle East 
and in Europe. 

Port security enhanced by barrier technology

(top) Security barrier protecting Navy port waters. (at right) Barrier gate opened 
by port patrol.
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“Call us today for your Real Estate needs!” Check our listings at: www.gacuna.com 

THIS HOUSE IS 
PRICED TO MOVE NOW!! 

‘No’ This is not a typo this home is priced 

right to move now! 20 minutes to 

downtown, 3 BR, 2.5 BA, beautiful 2 story 

& quiet cul-de-sac location, huge back 

yard, large community park with lush 

playground, just steps away 4 kids, formal 

living room & dining room, large family 

room with fireplace, large patio/wood 

covered deck & more. $454,600.  MLS# 

078078932 

MOTIVATED 

SELLER 

FABULOUS CONDO IN 
GREENBELT LOCATION 

With views, 3 bedrooms, 1.5 baths, new 

tiled floors downstairs, freshly painted, 

newer carpet, 2 large storage sheds, 

covered enclosed patio & yard, remodeled 

downstairs bathroom, large master 

bedroom, 2 parking spaces, seller has 2 

small dogs in back yard, use caution may 

bite. $219,000. MLS #078087197 

MOTIVATED 

SELLER 
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